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30 days &2°'8756 "l 3 minmaX'. ~i 590.5 med. Hygrometer mean 40°'38. Var. 55 °. 
February 65~'86 max. 1 ~-0 ~ - ~8 days. 57 "38 rain. j" oi oz  mea. Hygrometer 57°'07. Vat. 55 °. 
Weather generally fine. The beginning of the month remarkably 
clear; all the snowy mountains of the horizon of Quito being visible. 
March I 62°'42 max. ~ 590.37 reed. Hygrometer 35°'79. Var. 44 °. 
31 days.~ 56 "63 rain. 
Weather generally rainy and 'cloudy. 
April / 64°'0 max. ) 590.36 med. Hygrometer 33°'55. Var. 55 °. 
24 days. / 54 "71 rain. 
Weather as in the preceding month. 
Mean of four months from January to April [ 59°'96" Hygrometer 41°'69. 
July to December 1826, ~ 59°.97. 
14 months . . . . . . . . . . . .  ) 
18 months ; mean temperature ofQuito 59°'96. 
July 1825 to April 1827. Hygrometer 4 months 41°.69. 
[To be continued.] 
LV I I .  Letter to the Editor. ofthe. Scientijie. .Memoirs,. resTectin.g 
a Paper on the Polamzatzon f Heat, m the 8~xth Number 
of th at Journal. By J a~s  D. ForBEs,  Esq., ~,tt.S.L. ByE. 
Professor of Natural PhilosoThy in the U~ffversity ofEdin- 
burgh. 
To _Richard Taylor, Es~. 
MY DEAR SIR# Edinburgh, Oct. 15, 1839. 
T HE translation of  Mr.  Melloni's paper on the polariza- tion of  heat, part ii. which appeared lately in the sixth 
Number  of  the Scientific 1VIemoirs, contains critical remarks 
on my experiments in almost every page. I have long hesi- 
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gditor of the Scientific Memoirs. 88I 
tared whether to analyse and expose the partial statements 
which I am sorry to say that paper contains ; but reflection 
convinces me that I need not on this occasion deviate from 
my general rule of avoiding scientific ontroversy. This letter, 
which I request you will have the goodness to insert in the 
Philosophical Magazine, and also in the succeeding Number 
of the Scientific Memoirs, is intended simply to request those 
persons who may feel an interest in this branch of science not 
to take Mr. Melloni's statement of the evidence upon which 
my conclusions were founded, but to consult the papers 
themselves, viz. 
On the Refraction and Polarization of Heat. Edinburgh 
Trans., vol. xiii. and London and Edin. Phil. Mag., 
vol. vi. 1835. 
Researches on Heat. Second Series. Edin. Trans. xiii. 
Lond. and Edin. Phil. Mag., vol. xiii. 1838. 
Researches on Heat. Third Series. Edin. Trans. xiv. 
Lond. and Edin. Phil. Mag., vol. xiii. 1838. 
What has principally determined me to enter into no con- 
troversy on the matter is this, that however faulty or unsatis- 
factory my methods of research may have appeared to the 
Italian philosopher, he has, with but a single exception, con- 
firmed precisely and unequivocally the results which I was 
the first to announce. That exception is the fact of the vari- 
able polarizability of heat from different sources, which is so 
ingeniously combated in the paper translated in the Scientific 
Memoirs. On that point I have only to state, that, having 
examined anew and with every care this curious question, 
which is considered at length in the third of my papers quoted 
above, I have not only demonstrated the accuracy of my first 
assertion, but I have there explained (I believe satisfactorily) 
the cause of the apparently contrary conclusions obtained by 
Mr. Melloni. I am, my dear Sir, yours truly, 
JAMES D. FORBES. 
LVII I .  On the pro2er uFoeus for the Daguerreotype. 
By John T. Towsom 
To the F.ditors of the Philoso2hical Magazine a dJournal. 
GENTLEMEN, 
T HE universal interest which the discoveries of Daguerreo- type and the photographic art have excited, will, I hope, 
excuse my soliciting a space in the pages of your scientific 
Journal, tbr the purpose of explaining an important fact 
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